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Alex fm 
Mourns the 

Sudden Death 
of a Colleagueof a Colleague

Staff Morale Better at Alex FM

BY JONK WA MASHAMBA
Jonk.mash@gmail.com

“IT is very sad to bury a young 
person. We will miss her dear-
ly,” Takalane ‘TK’ Nemangowe 
wrote on his Facebook wall 
shortly after the station bid fare-
well to Busisiwe Portia Ndzipo 
(28), who was buried in Protea 
Glen, Soweto last weekend.

Ndzipo was a weekday Eng-
lish News Anchor. She passed 
away on 16 July 2019 after a 
short illness.

Station Manager, Neman-

gowe said the devastating news 
reached them while they were 
still mourning the deaths of two 
colleagues who passed on ear-
lier this year. 

“Busisiwe joined Alex FM 
in 2018 as a volunteer who 
wanted to get exposure to jour-
nalism and the media industry. 

She was a hard worker and 
a role model to most of 

us, at all times she made 
sure that she delivers to 

the best of her abil-
ity and she had a 

brighter future.”
N d z i p o 

was part of 
the Alex FM 
staff mem-

bers who are 
currently studying at Boston 
Media House through the part-
nership the station has with Bos-
ton College. 

“On behalf of the people of 
Alexandra, the board and Alex  
FM staff, we pass our heart-
felt sincere condolences to the 
Ndzipo family and friends. We 
are thankful that you shared 
Busi with us the people of Alex. 
At this point we request prayers 
from everyone as we mourn our 
soldier.”

She is survived by fi ve sib-
lings, her father and mother.

BY JONK WA MASHAMBA
Jonk.mash@gmail.com

ONE of the things the Alex FM 
new board did was to under-
stand challenges that had beset 
the station and the board expec-
tations, Isaac Mangena, chair-
person of Alex FM board told 
the community members during 
the meeting held at Sankopano 
recently.

Mangena said the staff ex-
pressed concerns about morale 
at the station following what 
was really a turbulent year, with 
most of them spending time in 
courts and not in studio.

“Their contracts were also 
an issue. We directed the station 
manager to ensure employees 
receive letters of confi rmation 
that they were working at Alex 
FM.”

However, their contracts 
could not be renewed or dis-
cussed without a license, as the 
station’s licence had expired. 
“But I can safely say the morale 
at the station has improved and 
there is hope. The only thing 
that dampened the souls was 
the passing away of two of our 
staff members Tatane Elvis Ge-
zani Chauke who was a senior 
Xitsonga news anchor and voice 
over, and Philani Nkala a junior 
reporter and isiZulu news read-
er.” 

Mangena said the station 
has managed to ensure that staff 
salaries are paid every month on 
the 27th without fail. “We have 
also managed to change the sig-
natories at ABSA bank from the 
previous board to the current. 
But what we have done is to 
also include the station manager 

as the signatory alongside the 
treasurer and chairperson, with 
two allowed approving at any 
given time. This has been effec-
tive in ensuring salaries are paid 
on time, and over heads and oth-
er expenses are sorted.”

A licence issue was high on 
the to-do list. Mangena said the 
mandate given by the commu-
nity was to ensure the station 
secured the license.

“This has not been easy . We 
still do not have a license. How-
ever, we have made tremendous 
progress in terms of ensur-
ing we get the license. We met 
with ICASA Licensing depart-
ment about three times, and re-
submitted all the requirements 
needed. Technically the license 
is there but it is waiting for an-
other parallel process of the 
CCC before it could be issues.”
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THUTHUZELA Aid Commu-
nity Center, based in Marlboro 
next to Sejtwetla has been feel-
ing the burden of not having 
electricity for nine weeks. This 
follows the petrol-bombing of 
the mini-substation by angry 
residents of Maponyane Village, 
whose houses were destroyed 
by the Red Ants.

The center was started in 
2005 by Elizabeth Monyela and 
registered as a Non-profi t orga-
nization in 2007. She operated 
the center from a one roomed 
house in Alex at number 7th-14th 
Avenue before she moved to a 
portion of a warehouse in Marl-
boro Gardens, and before they 
fund-raised towards buying the 
home about eight years ago.

“We have been here for three 
years now. We don’t have fund-

ing from the government as yet. 
This is a place of safety and Day 
Care center,” says Otilia Ncube, 
an administrator. She said the 
center caters for children that 
are being brought there either by 
the police, social workers, child 
welfare and the children’s court. 
“These children are abandoned, 
abused, neglected and some are 
HIV positive.” 

The center houses 13 chil-
dren while the day care looks 
after 42 children. They cater 
for babies up until they are 18 
years. “Our Day Care center is 
catering children from 3 years 
old, up to six years old.”

Ncube said they don’t have 
sponsorship from the govern-
ment and need assistance with 
cleaning products, food stuff, 
clothing, toiletries, stationery, 
school uniform and anything 
that is needed when raising a 
child. 

“We want our children to feel 
as homely as possible when they 
come to the center. The biggest 
problem the center experienced 
for the past nine weeks is the 
power shortage. When Eskom 
comes and try to fi x the substa-
tion, the people vow to petrol 
bomb it again.  It is quite hec-
tic in the morning, especially 
when the children are preparing 
for school. They have to use gas 
to warm up water and we have 
to prepare the breakfast at the 
same time.”

Ncube indicated that the big-
gest challenge is operational 
cost. “Nowadays cooperate 
companies are very skeptical in 
giving money. But at the end of 
the day we need to pay for our 
electricity, water, and internet 
and buy offi ce stationery so that 
we will be able to communicate 
with our potential donors. We 
have eleven staff members on 

AID Centre Hurting as Lights are Off

site that also need something at 
the end of the month.”

She said 13 kids live there 
fulltime. “I have been here for 
10 years now, and most of the 
children have grown up while I 

was there,” says Ncube, origi-
nally from Zimbambwe in Ha-
rare.

The center can be contacted 
on 0116560855 or www.thuthu-
zela.co.za 

Lights off ... Children Suff er more when the lights are turned off 


