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BETWAY
Partners with Map Games

“The project man-
agement module is 
what stood out for 
me as an event or-
ganiser and it has 

been instrumental in 
assisting me attract 
more sponsors and 
stakeholders to the 

tournament”
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After completing his six-
month journey with Bet-
way through the inaugu-

ral Betway 12th Man programme, 
former Bafana Bafana player, 
Maimane Phiri has wasted no 
time in implementing his newly 
found skills. 

Phiri was part of the 10 for-
mer footballers that graduated 
from the programme that includ-
ed various modules to help him 
improve his annual Maimane 
Phiri Games in Alexandra.

The popular communi-
ty games have become even 
more popular in their 18th year, 
attracting hordes of fans from 
neighbouring townships which 
has required the organisers to 
improve their event organising 
skills.

Fortunately for Phiri, the 
Betway 12th Man programme 

came at just the right time for 
his tournament.  Amongst other 
modules within the six-month 
period, Financial and Project 
Management have been the key 
take-out for the Alexandra-born 
star. 

“As the tournament continues 
to grow in stature, it is important 
that we also improve ourselves 
in terms of event management,” 
said Maimane Phiri  

He said attending the Betway 
12th Man programme has opened 
his eyes to various ways of im-
proving the quality and standard 
of the games. 

“The project management 
module is what stood out for me 
as an event organiser and it has 
been instrumental in assisting 
me attract more sponsors and 
stakeholders to the tournament,” 
said Phiri.

Betway also came on board 
as sponsors of the tournament. 
The leading sport betting com-
pany had various activitivities  in 
and around the Alexandra Sta-
dium where fans won exciting 
prizes from the Betway kiosks.

In addition, the leading sports 
betting company sponsored the 
playing kit of the quarter-fi nal-
ists as well as the tournament 
trophy and medals for the fi nal.

#ABCgamechangers

RUGBY - Rassie Erasmus, the 
national director of rugby, at-
tributed the Springboks’ nail-
biting 16-16 draw against the 
All Blacks in Wellington on 
Saturday evening (NZ time) to a 
heavy stroke of luck.

 Replacement scrumhalf Her-
schel Jantjies scored the match-
saving try on fulltime, which 
Handré Pollard converted, to tie 
the game at 16-16 after the All 
Blacks had managed to break 
the Springboks’ tight defensive 
grip in the second half.

The Springboks started im-
pressively, especially in defence, 
and were unlucky to go into the 
halftime break 7-6 behind after 
they had dominated territory and 
possession.

 A turnover in midfi eld, just 
inside the All Black half, opened 
up an opportunity for fullback 
Beauden Barrett to outfl ank the 
Springbok defence and turn a 
pass back  infi eld for centre Jack 
Goodhue to sprint in from 20 
metres.

Barrett, who had earlier 
missed a penalty from the same 
position, nailed the conversion 
to give the All Blacks an unlike-
ly, 7-6 lead.

 There was however posi-
tives to take from another mas-
sively tough tussle with the arch 
rivals, according to Erasmus.

The Springboks now travel 
to Auckland for a week-long 
training camp before their third 
and fi nal Castle Lager Rugby 
Championship match against 
Argentina in two weeks’ time in 
Salta.

 Apart from scrumhalf Faf de 
Klerk, who did fail his HIA as-
sessment, and was replaced by 

Jantjies in the second half, there 
were no notable injuries on the 
Springbok side.

FOOTBALL – Baroka 
Football Club defeated Lebash 
Academy 2-0 to be crowned the 
champions of the Maimane Al-
fred Phiri games’ 2019 edition 
on Sunday at a packed Alexan-
dra Stadium. 

Two fi rst half goals from 
Lebogang Phatlane and Martin 
“Sera” Ntsinda clinched the title 
for Bakgaga ba Mphahlele. The 
champions of Maimane Alfred 
Phiri games walked away with 
R190 000, a trophy and gold 
medals while Lebash Academy 
poc keted R105 000 for reaching 
the fi nal plus silver medals.

In the master’s category, 
Real Sundown’s overcame Alex 
mates to successfully defend 
their title and walked away with 
R3000. Alex mates pocketed 
R2000 for their efforts. Another 
Limpopo side First Touch ladies 
team defeated TUT ladies team 
to win the ladies Category.

#ABCgamechangers


