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MEC for Community Safety, Faith 
Mazibuko fl anked by women at 
Bombani Shelter for Abused wom-
en in Ext 8 during Mandela Day

MEC Maile’s failure to cooperate with 
SAHRC leaves a bitter taste – Msimanga
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BEFORE the MEC for Com-
munity Safety went to Bombani 
Shelter for Abused Women in 
extension 8, she and her team  
fi rst conducted ‘O kae Molao’ 
in Tembisa where they arrested 
460 suspects on various crimes.

During our interview, Mazi-
buko warned criminals that they 
would soon be arrested. “Once 
you get caught, you will regret. 
In Gauteng when we say,’ Okae 
Molao’, we mean it. When we 
say ‘Vuya Mthetho’ we mean it; 
when we say,’ Slizer Tsotsi’ we 
mean it.”

Mazibuko said they were 
able to arrest fi ve culprits that 
were on the run from KZN.  She 
said they were shocked when 

MEC Mazibuko Warns Criminals
 of Consequences

they found a kombi full of un-
documented women and chil-
dren all the way from Maputo. 

“This is how human traf-
fi cking happens. Because if 
they have children and they 
can’t produce birth certifi cates, 
or passports, you wonder how 

did they cross the border to 
come into South Africa.” She 
said they were caught as they 
entered Tembisa. “How many 
more come in undetected dai-
ly?” She said South Africa has 
experienced a challenge of un-
documented people. “We don’t 

say people must not come to 
South Africa, but they must 
bring valid documents. People 
steal children and bring them 
over to South Africa and end up 
abandoning them. You fi nd that 
some are seating with them at 
the robots, renting them out and 

make money. 
When we try to intervene, 

these many organizations take 
us to court.” Mazisbuko said 
there were lots of stolen cars 
that were found during the oper-
ation. “Our people don’t renew 
their license discs. So any car 
that was found with an expired 
license disc was impounded on 
the spot. We would like to urge 
our people to please update the 
roadworthiness of their car.”

The operation, the MEC says 
would be sustained. “We did it 
in Alex where we went into hos-
tels, cleaned illegal shebeens 
that  exist. We confi scated a lot 
of alcohol and arrested many 
people that were found with 
drugs. We also found people 
driving with fake or without 
driver’s licenses.”
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THE Democratic Alliance (DA) 
was disappointed to learn that 
the Gauteng MEC for Human 
Settlements and COGTA, Le-
bogang Maile, has failed to co-
operate with the South African 
Human Rights Commission 
(SAHRC) during an inquiry 
into the Alexandra Renewal 
Project (ARP). This was said 
by DA Gauteng Caucus leader, 
Solly Msimanga on his recent 
press statement.

“It is alleged that MEC Maile 
refused to answer all the ques-
tions directed to him during an 
inquiry into ARP. It is unethical 
for MEC Maile to undermine 
a Chapter 9 Institution despite 
having taken an oath of offi ce to 
abide by the Constitution. MEC 
Maile’s reaction  clearly indi-
cates that he cares little about 
the challenges faced by the Al-
exandra residents as a result of 
the failed ARP,”Msimanga said.

Msimanga said the ARP was 
meant to improve the lives of 
Alexandra residents by building 
dignifi ed housing and schools, 
developing roads, improving 
sanitation and service delivery. 
“There is nothing to show for 
the R1.3 billion spent on ARP. 

Alexandra remains the worst 
overcrowded township with a 
high number of illegal structures 
and the mushrooming of illegal 
shacks. The residents are in des-
perate need of dignifi ed hous-
ing.” He argued that people of 
Alexandra had the right to know 
what happened to their money. 
“SAHRC is the only hope for 
Alexandra residents to get an-
swers on what happened to their 
money. SAHRC plays a critical 
role in this country in promot-
ing and protecting the rights of 
every South African.”

Msimanga, who had con-
tested for the Gauteng premier-
ship and failed, said in June 
he challenged MEC Maile to 
conduct an oversight where he 
hosted public representatives, 
the SAHCR and Alexandra 
residents on a walkabout of the 
areas where Maile is believed 
to have alleged the money was 
spent.  “I gave the MEC 48 
hours to rise to this challenge 
and add credibility to his words 
by conducting the oversight but 
he has not yet responded to my 
call. If MEC Maile has noth-
ing to hide with regards to the 
role he played in ARP, why is 
he failing to cooperate with the 
SAHRC and to rise to my chal-
lenge?”


