
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 31 July - 6 August, 2019 Greater Alex Today 3

Sales/Advertising email your request to: info.greateralex@gmail.com / johnmgo@gmail.com. Tell: 011 039 7004/ 011 025 2169

Pic: Jonk Mashamba

BY JONK MA MASHAMBA
Jonk.mash@gmail.com

PEOPLE at number seventy, 11th 
Selbourne, were terrifi ed and 
furious when the police shot at 
them with rubber bullets. More 
than ten people were reportedly 
injured during the hullabaloo 
which was described as the fi rst 
of its kind in the democratic dis-
pensation.

This follows horrible evic-
tions of more than ten families 
by the Sheriff who came with 
the armed entourage.

Some of the residents 
claimed they have stayed in the 
yard, for more than thirty years. 
The war, according to Kabelo 
Thibedi (32), who has been stay-
ing in the yard since he was a 
boy, started fi ve years ago.

“This person has been fi ght-
ing us for over fi ve years. We 
went from one court to another 
and we were told that here at 
number seventy it is not owned 
by anyone. That woman was 
stopped to do what she was do-
ing. I was also shot at.”

According to ward 107 coun-
cillor Ambe Maseko, the cops 
were just shooting randomly.  
Maseko hadn’t fi nished talking 
to the media when the ‘Nyala’ 
emerged after disappearing for 
a while and caused uproar when 
they shot again. Residents retali-
ated with stones.

Ward 116 Councillor Adolf 
Marema said the residents were 
given notice the previous day. 
He said they found discrepan-
cies in the court order brought 
by the sheriff.

 “The court order is issued 
on the basis of a permit. And a 
permit in Alex environment only 
means you are permitted to do 
the trading there but you don’t 
own the place. The person who 

was supposed to issue eviction 
order is the city, not them. Even 
the shooting was not supposed to 
happen. I was also shot at. These 
guys are harassing our people. 
This cop is just shooting at and 
he is causing too much grief to 
our people.” Marema said the 
woman only used a business 
permit instead of title deed when 
she applied for eviction order.

The woman is said to be stay-
ing in Tsutsumani. PR council-
lor Moshe Mphahlele said: “You 
touch one member of the com-
munity; the community must 
gang up against you. But as the 
EFF, we are going to sue the 
state because the state was sup-
posed to interrogate those papers 
fi rst before evictions occurred. 
This is the fi rst time happening 
in Alex ever,” fumed Mphahlele.

Public order police are said 
to be responsible for the havoc.

Alex police spokesper-
son, Captain Malatjie said: “A 
woman came with a court order 
claiming that she has a permis-
sion to move in and everybody 
else must vacate the whole yard, 
however, more than ten families 
were affected. The society took 
up the matter and chased the 
Sheriff and his entourage then 
the cops moved in to stabilise 
the situation, commotion then 
 ensued.”

Malatjie said a nearby for-
eign tuck-shop was one of ca-
sualties when the society vented 
out their anger and vandalized it.

“We though the situation 
would  turn worse and ugly as 
people’s properties were in the  
streets while awaiting nego-
tiations between ward Council-
lors, the affected residents and  
Sheriff’s entourage . Hopefully 
the outcome will be amicable 
and situation returns to normal 
soon,” said Malatjie.

“Alex’s Historical Evictions 
cause Mayhem”

PROPERTY OWNER EVICTS DOZENS

Out on the street... Furniture and belongings of the evicted victi ms

Police in Nyalas keep the calm aft er evicted victi ms barricad-
ed streets and fought running batt les
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